
<<Design from the past,   
insights for the future>>



the importance of preserving 
academic memory in arts and design


and how should we make it 
a living repository?

Let´s discuss...
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Design “In 
Memoriam”
Memory Under 
Construction.
My research proposal

The inspiration 
behind this event



Why Design “In Memoriam”?

Although Design as a discipline 
is timeless...

But

...its legacy can fade into memory 
if it is not documented (or archived)!



This concept invites us 
to reflect on the 
lasting impact of our 
design efforts



Preserving academic memories

keepS alive the priceless 
contributions of people in academia.



"Is the past a burden and a trap? 
Or an anchor and a springboard?"

Out of archival seeds, 
mighty stories grow”. 

“Archives are more than 
just warehouses; 
they are greenhouses  
for the nurturing of 
narratives.

“Memory is a fundamental element in 
the functioning of institutions, yet 
it is rarely perceived or understood 
as strategic information...”.

Three INSIGHTS



2.Discussion from the past to the future

past present future
Q 1  -  Q 2 Q 3  -  Q 4 Q 5  -  Q 6



How can we encourage 
students and teachers in 
academia to engage with 
historical memory?

Is there a 
stigma with 
the “old”?

Q1



I'd say among young designers there is a 
healthy curiosity to learn about and even copy 
some of their forebears.

It takes a jump start in their education 
because they're anxious to start something 
new. But when they see how the old influences 
contemporary work they are piqued.



How do archives contribute 
to preserving school's 
institutional memory?

Q2

Does it reinforce school´s 
identity and core values?



Art and Design schools must have a track or 
major in research and history so that students 
are compelled to study using the archives at 
their disposal.

SVA* has its students visit the Archives as 
part of their orientation to learn what riches 
are available.



Q3

In what ways can academic 
archives be used to inspire new 
creative practices, advance 
research, and connect 
different generations?



First is accessibility. Making materials 
available and retrievable is key. This means 
a good digital catalog and an efficient 
means of display. 

Programs, classes and lectures that address 
the conversation between old and new 
methods, styles and movements will make an 
archive into a hothouse for interpretation 
and invention to occur. 



Q4

What are the challenges in 
creating Arts & Design 
archives? Because Arts & Design projects 

manifest in various formats, 
the preservation of their 
memories becomes a notably 
complex task…



SPACE is the most challenging issue for 
archives. 

The need to collect original documents 
demands space, maintenance, cataloging 
and upkeep. All this is costly. So to have 
enough space to maintain a proper study 
environment is critical.



Q5

How can academic archives be 
activated to promote 
innovation and facilitate 
dialogue between generations 
of scholars? Can archives also be used 

to engage a non-academic 
audience?



Q6

Could artificial intelligence 
contribute to more dynamic 
memory systems?

What ethical concerns might arise 
with the use of AI tools in memory 
curation and preservation?



3.Starting

from Zero

What were the challenges 
and what advice would you 
give to those who want to 
start the same project?

...



Any 
question 
for them?



BIG ThANKS

4.Closing Remarks

I hope this was helpful and sparks 
many valuable insights!
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